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community demands more permanent measures. These have occupied the attention of the Government from time to time. But the root of the matter was never touched until the idea of co-operative credit was taken up and worked out by the Agricultural Department. The history of this measure is interesting as illustrating the manner m which schemes are framed in India.
The Agricultural Depaitment owed its origin to the famines and to the desne to make the people less dependent on the amount and distribution of the rainfall This Department concerns itself with matters affecting the interests of the agricultural community It aims at assisting them in the selection of seed, m finding the best markets, in ascertaining the most marketable products, and in adopting new machinery and methods suited to India, and in other ways improving their cultivation and their staples It also concerns itself with carrying out, or assisting the people in carrying out, permanent land improvements, designed both to improve agriculture m ordinary years, and also to make the people more independent in years when the ordinal y conditions do not prevail.
In 1882 I was appointed the fiist Director of Agriculture in the Central Provinces, and entrusted with the task of inaugurating the new Department there I was sent to other Provinces to see what had been done The greatest progress had been made m the North-west Provinces and Oudh (now known as the United Provinces); and I remember the sense of hopefulness with which I returned to the Central Provinces to take the work in hand under my old Chief, Sir John Morris. But I was withdrawn from the work by one of those accidents which so often interfere with our plans in India, the sudden illness of the Chief Secretary, to whose office Sir John Morris transferred me. On my advice, Sir John sent for Mr. (now Sir Bamfylde) Fuller, then Assistant Director in the Northwestern Provinces, who had shown me over the work that was being done there.